
NL Pharmacy COVID-19 Vaccination Program 
 
Below is the Provincial Government’s COVID-19 Vaccination Program Plan for pharmacies.  
 
While PANL had the opportunity to discuss the program with officials and brought forward many 
questions, concerns and considerations from other jurisdictions, government is not willing to adjust 
their approach.  Government has advised that pharmacies may use the information to determine if they 
are able to participate in the COVID-19 vaccination program.  
 
Timing of Pharmacy Involvement 
Pharmacies will be brought on in Phase 3 – vaccination of the general public aged 16+. While officials are 
not able to provide a start date (dependent on vaccine availability), they advise it will be ‘no later than 
May.’ Pharmacies will not be administering the Pfizer vaccine.   
 
Pharmacy Registration 
Participating pharmacies are not required to register with the Department. Any and all pharmacies 
choosing to participate may do so at the  program start date.  
 
Process 
Vaccines will be ordered through the RHA depots following the same process as used in the flu 
vaccination program. 
When asked about allocation, government has advised they do not anticipate any supply issues.  
 
PPE and Supplies 
The PPE requirement is unchanged from the flu vaccination program. All PPE will be supplied by 
government at no charge. Pharmacies will also be able to order all supplies, i.e. syringes, swabs, band -
aids, etc. from government at no charge. 
 
Fee 
The Department has advised the fee per injection is $13 and refuses to negotiate. Following is their 
response: 
 

• “The $13 fee is aligned with the fee in the other Atlantic Provinces  

• Based on analysis regarding the flu vaccine, our most recent data indicates that $1.2 million has 
been paid to participating pharmacies for the flu campaign. We expect this to be significantly 
higher for Covid-19 vaccine, given that uptake will be higher (88% uptake for H1N1, for example) 
and the fee is per dose ($26 for full immunization)” 

 
Billing 
The billing process remains unchanged from the flu vaccination program. Pharmacies will only be 
reimbursed for vaccines administered to individuals holding a valid MCP card.  
 
Information Package 
Similar to the flu vaccination program, Public Health will provide a comprehensive information package 
to pharmacies containing vaccine information, consent forms, patient education, and 
vaccine/PPE/supply ordering forms. 
 



While PANL has expressed  concerns, particularly those listed below, government has presented this as 
the pharmacy COVID-19 vaccination program: 
 
1. the fee does not adequately recognize the additional work and time required to administer the COVID 
vaccine  
2. the requirement to pick up the vaccine as opposed to having it delivered, which is the best practice 
being followed by other provinces  
3.allocation  
 
Vaccination of Pharmacists and Pharmacy Staff 
All pharmacists and pharmacy staff will have the opportunity to be vaccinated prior to the start of 
pharmacy involvement in the vaccination campaign. 
 

• Pharmacists who will be administering the COVID-19 vaccine are eligible to be vaccinated now 
as part of Phase 1. The department will be providing details on how registration will work. We 
expect to have the details late this week/early next week. 

• All pharmacy staff, including front store staff, will be eligible to be vaccinated in Phase 2 along 
with all essential workers. They will be notified via a public announcement and directed to 
register via the Public Health booking process.  

 
We will provide further details as we have them. Questions may be directed to the PANL office. 
 
Just a reminder that all COVID-19 updates and information is housed on the PANL COVID-19 page. 

https://panl.net/resources/covid19/

